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On the cover:   Coxswain Festus Burchfield raises a point about the importance of a personal beacon light 
and how it works to a young audience on June 18, 2016, as he shows safety equipment onboard opera-
tional facility “Voyager”.  Photo by Barbara Burchfield. 
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Ah…..summertime!  The sun 
shines hot and intense, 
school’s out and boating can 
be an everyday pleasure.   
 
This year you will see more 
non-powered boats on the 
lake than in recent years, as 
the popularity of paddlesports 

increases.  On June 4, we assisted Lexington County 
marine patrol units in providing safety zones for 
about 80 competitors in “Paddlebenders” at Dreher 
Island.  This was our second year covering the 
event. 
 

With all the kayaks, canoes, paddle boards and even 
rafters mixing it up with powered vessels, be extra 
cautious and aware of others who also recreate on 
the state’s waterways.  This issue of the Lake Mur-
ray Mariner has some interesting articles about 
paddlesports. 
 
Operational Facilities: In the Good News catego-
ry, during June we added two more operational fa-
cilities (OPFAC) to the flotilla.  One is a beautiful 
new Sea Hunt boat named “Wanderer” and the oth-
er is a Personal Watercraft.   That brings our OPFAC 
from one to four this year, and we will need to get 
boat crew members qualified.  Al Crothers and I are 
designated Personal Watercraft Operators In Train-
ing (PWOIT) until we complete all qualification 
tasks to be certified as PWO.  We’re fortunate that 
we have Ann Graham, certified PWO and Flotilla 12-
6 member, as a trainer and mentor to become quali-
fied.   

Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 

Consider attending Division 12 meeting on July 9 in 
Monck’s Corner and the District 7 Training conference 
held in Orlando.  Don’t miss the Saturday night dinner 
which has a western theme (Y'All can dress “southern” 
instead of “western”) with a big band playing some of 
your favorite tunes.  
 

 
 
Island Improvements: Lake Murray Power Squad-
ron (LMPS) advised a clean up plan to haul off some of 
the unusable and dilapidated “things” on Flotilla Is-
land, many of which are parked behind the storage 
van.  The old gate locks and building locks have been 
replaced, making access much easier.  Members 
should contact me for the new combination code to 
the building.  LMPS also installed a CCTV security sys-
tem in June that records all activities with cameras 
aimed at the parking lot, ramp and storage building 
and there is one inside the building aimed at the front 
door.  LMPS received the CCTV system through a do-
nation so there is no cost to them or us.  
 
Reminder to members:  Auxiliary members are 
reminded that “Assignment to Duty” is required to be 
covered by government insurance.  That includes flo-
tilla meetings and other business, but not “visiting” the 
island on your personal time.  I’d like to remind every-
one to email or text message a Flotilla Staff Officer 
(FSO) or elected leadership in you’re alone doing ves-
sel safety checks, program visits, inventory audit, ma-
terials supply, etc.  That simple communication will 
help should you need support in case of an accident or 
incident.  
 

Photo by Barbara Burchfield 

2016 DISTRICT 7 TRAINING 

 

Florida Hotel at Orlando, FL 

Sept. 22 - 25, 2016 

Click here to register! 
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http://www.exhibitservices.net/#!d7-dtrain-2016/c1kme


 

 

 

Member Award/Certificate Description 

CONNELLY, Rebecca 
MEZYNSKI, Kathleen 

USCG Certificate USCG Auxiliary Membership 

BURCHFIELD, Festus 
GOODWIN, Clay 

Combat Veterans Support Group -  
Certificate of Appreciation 

PTSD The River Challenge 2015 -  
Columbia to Charleston 

MEZYNSKI, John 
USCHELBEC, Kenny 

Certificate of Appreciation Fort Jackson Safety Stand-down  

  
BURCHFIELD, Barbara 
BURCHFIELD, Festus 
CROTHERS, Allen 
FALSETTI, Robert 
MEZYNSKI, John 
PSTRAK, Stephen 
  

 
 
Coast Guard  
Meritorious Team Commendation 
  
 

District 7  
National Safe Boating Week 2015 

  
BURCHFIELD, Barbara 
BURCHFIELD, Festus 
CROTHERS, Allen 
PLESSER, Kenneth 
  

 
Coast Guard  
Meritorious Team Commendation 
  
 

District 7  
DTRAIN Support Team 2015 

MEZYNSKI, John 2nd Sustained Auxiliary Service Award 1500 volunteer hours of service 

MEZYNSKI, John Certificate of Achievement 
30  or more paddle craft safety 
checks 

BYERS, John 
Auxiliary Performance Award -  
Operations 

60 or more operational hours 

PLESSER, Kenneth Certificate of Completion Telecommunications Operator 

Flotilla Commander, continued 
 
Joe Livingston, Division Vice Commander 
(VDCDR) and Flotilla 12-1 Lake Marion member, 
attended our June  27 flotilla meeting.  In speaking 
with members, he emphasized that fellowship is one 
of the most important cornerstones of the Auxiliary.  
Joe also presented some of the awards received re-
cently from the Director of Auxiliary office.   Mem-
ber recognition, representing many hours of service 
and success, is listed below. 

 
 I’d like to add a special thank you to Calvin and Hi-
roko Bowen for bringing beverages and snacks 
to our meeting on June 27 and to Barbara Burch-
field for providing the now expected chocolate 
chip cookies.  These thoughtful extensions of kind-
ness to members are very much appreciated and 
we know everyone enjoyed them.  Flotilla 12-3 
members always help stacking tables, clean up and 
haul the trash out.  Thanks to you all.  



 

 

 

Program Visitation_______________________ 
Robert Falsetti, FSO-PV 
 
I handed out some newly printed small flyers 
for the Coast Guard boating mobile app at the 
June flotilla meeting.  We have available a box 
“Help Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers” brochures as 
RBS-PV materials.   2016 SC DNR Boating Laws 
& Responsibilities handbooks are also in the 
storage van at Flotilla Island. 

 

U.S. COAST GUARD 
Boating Safety Mobile App 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Find the latest safety regulations 
 Request a vessel safety check  
  Check your safety equipment  
 File a float plan  
 Navigation Rules  
 Find the nearest NOAA buoy  
 Report a hazard  
 Report pollution  
 Report suspicious activity  
 Request emergency assistance 

 
 
 
 
 

Also available at the App Store 

Secretary/Records_________________________ 
Lucy Wingard, FSO-SR 
 
All meeting minutes are stored on our website 
www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com behind the Mem-
ber Zone.  The meeting minutes are the official 
record of our flotilla attendance and activities.  
Log in with your Auxiliary member number and 
password to read them.  If you have any com-
ments please email me.  

Diversity_____________________________________ 
Stephen Pstrak, FSO-DV 
 
What is diversity?  The Diversity Directorate  
says “Our diversity is shaped by a variety of char-
acteristics including age, ethnicity, gender, disa-
bility, language, religious beliefs, life stages, edu-
cation, career, sexual orientation, personality and 
marital status. Additionally, diversity means ac-
cepting, welcoming and valuing the differences 
inherent in every individual and recognizing the 
contribution that a diverse membership can 
make to our organizational effectiveness and op-
erational performance.” 
 
Click on the photo below for the USCG Auxiliary 
Diversity y Facebook page. 

Materials____________________________________ 
Michael Mikutaitis, FSO-MA 
 

It’s easy to order supplies and have them mailed 
directly to your home.  The Auxiliary National Sup-
ply Catalogue (ANSC) has a list of all the available 
posters, pamphlets and materials that we can use 
for marine dealer visits, community events and 
boat shows.   If you need any supplies, send an 
email to michaelcae@yahoo.com 

http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com
https://www.facebook.com/CGAUXDiversity
mailto:michaelcae@yahoo.com
http://www.uscg.mil/mobile


 

 

 

Operations__________________________________ 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-OP 
 
Having two boats and two PWCs in the flotilla is a re-
lief for training purposes and logistics, but we still 
lack enough qualified crew members for both boats.   
 
On June 4 we had one boat assisting with the Paddle-
benders event along with two LCSD boats at Dreher 
Island.  About 80 paddlers completed the circuits 
without incident, always a good thing.   
 
One of the highlights of a patrol last month was taking 
a few minutes to offer boating safety education at a 
lakeside party (that explains the cover photo).  Never 
missing a chance to talk about boating safety, we left 
the young girls with some good information and whis-
tles, which the parents were especially happy about.   
 

Top photo:  Personal Watercraft 
Waverunner “Intrepid” was put into 
service in June as an operational 
facility. Photo by Barbara Burchfield.  
 
Bottom photo:  “Wanderer” was also 
added as a flotilla OPFAC in June.  
The trailerable facility is another 
valuable asset to support the Sector 
Charleston area of responsibility 
under Coast Guard orders. Photo by 
Al Crothers.  
 
 
 
“Not all who wander are lost.”  

“Wanderer” 

“Intrepid” 

Member Training________________________ 
Al Crothers, FSO-MT 
 
Congratulations to members who completed training 
last month: 
 
John DeMarco, ICS-200 and ICS-800 
 
Kent McCoin, Navigation Rules exam  
 
Bob Falsetti received navigation training  
 
A national video from Information Technology Direc-
torate was presented to members at the June 27 flo-
tilla meeting.  The video described a new online plat-
form, myCGAUX.org , that is being designed and de-
veloped to help each member navigate through the 
auxiliary content.  The new online experience should 
be rolled out soon with ongoing enhancements for 
the user.  
 
As mentioned earlier, Festus and I are training to be-
come Personal Watercraft Operators.  This is taking 
time away from the boat crew training, however we 
still expect to qualify boat crew members with a QE 
session this fall.  Summer vacations and family time 
are always a priority, so we’ll keep getting the per-
sonal qualification tasks (PQS) checked off.  
 
Note to self:  No one gets qualified without complet-
ing the Auxiliary Mandated Training courses, so don’t 
put it off any longer if you haven’t finished them yet.  
 



 

 

 

Vessel Examinations____________________ 
John Mezynski, FSO-VE 
 
At the end of June our recorded vessel exams 
totaled 172.  That’s a significant increase over 
previous years, with thanks to all you VEs for 
providing this valuable service to boaters.  We 
are on track to break 200 this summer.   
 
If you have completed vessel exams, remember 
to report them.  Otherwise, you will not be 
credited for the VSCs completed. Send your re-
port to suedsois7@gmail.com; you will receive 
an acknowledgement by email.  
 
You can join our team of Flotilla 12-3 Vessel 
Examiners serving the boating public.  Ask me 
how.  
 

Burchfield, Barbara 
Burchfield, Festus 
Crothers, Al 
Fernandez, Rafael 
Goodwin, Clayton 
Iverson, Scott 
Mezynski, John 
Sheffield, Burnette 
Uschelbec, Kenny 
 

 
USCG Marine Safety Alert 04-16:  
 
The Coast Guard has withdrawn the Certificate 
of Approval (160.037/23/0) for NAMMO LIAB 
AB Orange Smoke Hand Distress Signal, and the 
approval status of this certificate is now 
marked as “Former-Do Not Use.”  
 
This action was taken because the chemical 
makeup of the signal was changed in October 
2013 without Coast Guard approval and the 
signal that was manufactured is at risk of spon-
taneous combustion when dropped. 

 
Read more about it here. 
 
 
 

Information Systems_____________________ 
Michael Mikutaitis, FSO-IS 
 
Sue Hastings, District Staff Officer-Information 
Systems, always has great articles in the D7 
Connection newsletter.  The summer issue is no 
different and I learned that member email ad-
dresses cannot exceed 31 letters.  Also, two 
members can not have the same email address 
due to support requirements from Auxiliary 
Learning Management Systems.  
 
“Each member has to have a unique email ad-
dress in AUXDATA. The reason for this is that 
AUXLMS uses the primary AUXDATA email ad-
dress as the user ID and AUXLMS has a 31 char-
acter maximum. AUXDATA has been updated to 
verify email addresses and will not allow an up-
date if it detects the same email address in the 
system. 
 
Per the AUXDATA Users Agreement, users CAN-
NOT share their password with anyone else. You 
are directly responsible for any misuse, abuse or 
practices that may jeopardize the system that 
can be directly associated with your user name. 
If you feel your password has become known or 
other people are accessing AUXDATA with your 
access, immediately notify the DSO-IS Officer.” 
 

Coming soon:  MyCGAUX.org  
 
The Information Technology department  has 
announced the development of an online plat-
form, changing the way information is deliv-
ered to each individual member. We look for-
ward to the roll-out of this new tool to make 
our online experience better.  

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg545/alerts/0416.pdf


 

 

 

USCG Air Crew LT. Williams and  Festus Burchfield, FC Flotilla 12-3, talk 
under the cool shade of  the aircraft wing .  

Human Resources 
Festus Burchfield , FSO-HR 
 
Welcome to new flotilla members Anthony 
Giunta and Paula Scaglione.  
 
Chaplain Giunta, also called “Doc”, retired after 
28 years in military service including Explosive 
Ordinance Disposal, Chemical & Biological 
Weapons, and the Chaplains Corps.  Ask him 
about his career in education, as a fire profes-
sional and law enforcement and his many de-
grees, including law, counseling, marine geolo-
gy and meteorology.  He continues to donate his 
time and service to the local law enforcement 
community as Chaplain and counselor.   
 
Having just retired in October 2015, Paula says 
she’s still trying to figure out what she wants to 
be when she grows up! She has a strong back-
ground in purchasing, logistics, finance and cus-
tomer service and a degree in education.  A 
cheerful personality, Paula divides her time be-
tween the South Carolina State Guard, Commu-
nity Emergency Response Team (CERT), 
friends, family and “Moose”, her black lab.     
 
We are very pleased to have them join us and 
continue their path in community service, fel-
lowship and safety.  Say hello and get to know 
them! 
 
If anyone is interested in the FSO-HR position, 
please notify me.  This very important position 
requires all AUXMT course completions and BQ 
status due to the protection of member’s appli-
cation personal information.  

District Seven  

Commodore Robert Weskerna has a 
summer video message to USCG Auxiliary 
District 7 members.  

https://youtu.be/0tRlh5aropM 

https://youtu.be/0tRlh5aropM
https://youtu.be/0tRlh5aropM
http://www.exhibitservices.net/#!d7-dtrain-2016/c1kme


 

 

 

Ethanol Repair Issues Growing 

“It ruins their day, their boat and their entire boating experience” 

When it comes to recreational boating and the Federal 
Renewable Fuel Standard’s requirement to put more 
corn ethanol into gasoline, those that see its negative 
consequences the most are the industry workers that 
build, maintain, store or sell boats. 

A newly released survey by Boating Industry magazine 
points to ethanol as playing an even “bigger role” in 
service issues than it was just a year ago, with a re-
markable “87% of our respondents reporting seeing 
boat engine damage caused by ethanol,” said Editor-in
-Chief Jonathan Sweet. The magazine reported that 
was up from 73 percent in the same survey in April 
2015.  

BoatUS, a member of the Smarter Fuel Future coali-
tion, hopes to share the survey’s findings to help 
change the broken federal ethanol mandate.  
 
Reprinted: Boating Industry Magazine Report - June 30, 2016  

Source: Boating Industry survey, April/May 2016 

Fueling the  news 

BoatUS Asks Boaters to Say “No” to  
More Ethanol in 2017 

 

THE ISSUE:  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
is asking for comments on a proposal to increase the 
amount of ethanol that must be blended into the na-
tion’s gasoline supply for 2017. If adopted, these pro-
posed levels will require the use of a record amount of 
ethanol, forcing higher-level ethanol fuel blends 
(including E15 or 15% ethanol) into gas pumps and at 
more gas stations. Most marine engines are built to only 
work with up to 10% ethanol, and it is illegal to use gas 
containing more than 10% ethanol in any marine engine. 

ACTION NEEDED NOW:  Boat Owners Association of The 
United States (BoatUS) is urging all recreational boaters 
to send a message today urging the EPA to lower the 
ethanol mandates to ensure an adequate supply of fuel 
that will work with recreational boat engine and fuel sys-
tems. BoatUS offers a simple way to send comments by 
going to: http://goo.gl/yczkuK. The deadline for public 
comments is July 11. 

BACKGROUND:  The Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) is the 
2005 law that requires the blending of biofuels such as 
corn-ethanol into our gasoline. When written, it was as-
sumed that America’s use of gasoline would continue to 
rise. However, US gasoline usage has actually dropped 
steadily since 2005 and now the law forces more ethanol 
into fewer gallons of gasoline. 

Reprinted: BoatUS Media Release - June 28, 2016   

Fuel for Thought 

These articles are informational only and  

the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary does not en-

dorse, approve, or certify such infor-

mation, nor does it guarantee the accuracy, 

completeness, timeliness, or correct se-

quencing of such information.  

http://boatingindustry.com/top-stories/2016/06/09/ethanol-repair-issues-growing/
http://www.smarterfuelfuture.org
http://goo.gl/yczkuK


 

 

 

 

Paddling Safety: The Next Frontier for Boating Safety Education  

National Association of State Boating Law Administrators  
 

According to the 2015 Special Report on Paddlesports, in 2014, over 21.7 million Americans took to the 

water by kayak, canoe, raft or paddleboard, an increase of over 3 million participants since 2010.  

 

Click here to download the 2015 Special Report on Paddlesports.   

 

A partnership project of: 

Stearns 

Coleman, The Outdoor Company ™ 

Sevylor 

Outdoor Foundation 

2015 Special Report on Paddlesports front page image. 

http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.americancanoe.org/resource/resmgr/General-documents/OIF_PaddlesportsResearch_201.pdf
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2173185&messageid=2173185&databaseid=Mailing.DS173185.2173185.156455&serial=17574648&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2033&&&http://multi
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.americancanoe.org/resource/resmgr/General-documents/OIF_PaddlesportsResearch_201.pdf


 

 

 

Paddle Smart WebTV Series 
American Canoe Association  
 

The ACA is proud to introduce the new Paddle Smart WebTV Series.  
 
As part of its new online safety video series, the American Canoe Association has released two new videos 
focusing on Stand Up Paddleboarding safety. Launched last month, the Paddle Smart WebTV Series covers 
the paddlesports disciplines of recreational kayaking, kayak fishing, and stand up paddleboarding (SUP). 
Each series consists of 12 episodes that are entertaining and to the point.  
 
This series was made possible by generous grant funding provided through the Sport Fish Restoration and 
Boating Trust Fund, which is administered by the United States Coast Guard. The goal of this video series is 
to reduce paddlesport related accidents by providing immediate knowledge through short  and focused 
instructional videos.  Source:  http://www.americancanoe.org/page/webtv 

Assume nothing.   

Don’t assume that the operator of a 

power boat, kayak, canoe, paddleboard 

or other watercraft knows what they 

are doing.  Just like on the highways, 

use your vigilance to avoid collisions 

and accidents on the water!   

http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2174555&messageid=2174555&databaseid=Mailing.DS174555.2174555.157779&serial=17581320&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2052&&&http://www.a
http://www.americancanoe.org/page/webtv


 

 

 

Photos of Paddlebenders  event at Dreher Island on June 4, 2016, by Barbara Burchfield. 

 

Paddle Safely 

National Association of State Boating Law Administrators  
There has been an increased prevalence of accidents involving paddle-
craft, which encompasses non-motorized canoes, kayaks, stand up 
paddleboards, rowboats, and inflatable rafts. Ten years ago, fatalities 
on canoes and kayaks made up 10 percent of fatal victims; in 2014, 
they contributed 22 percent. 2014 saw 165 fatal accidents involving 
these non-motorized vessels. The causes of these fatal accidents vary.  
 
 

 

Learn more in U.S. Coast Guard Statistician Susan Weber's article 
"Paddle Safety," written for Small Craft Advisory.  READ MORE  

Coast Guard grant project releases paddle sports safety video series 

Water Sports Industry Association, June 8, 2016 by Kevco 
The nonprofit Water Sports Foundation announced today the release of a series of highly specialized pad-
dlesports safety videos targeting new paddlers, an area of concern for the U.S. Coast Guard.  
 
In 2015, the Water Sports Foundation, a recipient of U.S. Coast Guard nonprofit organization grant funding, 
directed its outreach project's focus to include more effort toward making paddlesports safer. As part of 
these efforts, WSF worked with paddlesports boats manufacturers, the U.S. Coast Guard, the American Ca-
noe Association, and Canoe & Kayak magazine to develop and produce a series of eight videos, each focus-
ing on a specific safety concern.  

 

http://sca.nasbla.org/2016/05/02/paddle-safely-approved/
http://sca.nasbla.org/2016/05/02/paddle-safely-approved/
http://www.wsia.net/category/water-sports-foundation/
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2173988&messageid=2173988&databaseid=Mailing.DS173988.2173988.157186&serial=17578341&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2061&&&http://www.c


 

 

 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary - Find out more at www.join.cgaux.org 

Individuals expressing interest in joining the Auxiliary can take advantage of a Webinar designed specifically for their needs.  The 
"Tuesday Night Live" program will be offered the first Tuesday night of every month to provide items of interest to potential 
applicants, and to offer them a dedicated opportunity to have their individual questions answered.  Two specific sessions are 
scheduled and prospective members can choose between either Webinar depending upon their own personal schedule or time 
zone.  

Tuesday Night Live Webinar 7:00pm - Atlantic Region:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/158226357    Telephone: (872) 240-3212 Access Code: 158-226-357 

In memory of Donald Houston Davis 

Donald was born August 17, 1934, in Newport, Arkansas, and died on Friday, June 10, 
2016.  He proudly served his country in the U.S. Army. Don Davis of Columbia, SC retired 
in 2013 after 31 years of devoted service to the Auxiliary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don served the Auxiliary in numerous capacities through the years 
including, Division Captain, ADSO-IS (N-Air), SO-IS, SO-MT, SO-MT, as 
well as in numerous flotilla staff officer positions. At retirement he 
was a member of Flotilla 12-3, Lake Murray. 

 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary photos 

http://www.join.cgaux.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/158226357


 

 

 

 

News Release  
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters 
Headquarters Public Affairs 
June 23, 2016 
  
 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary celebrates 77th anniversary 
 
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Coast Guard’s all-volunteer service, the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, celebrates 77 years of service to the United States Thursday. 
 
“For the last 77 years, the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary has answered the call to 
support our Coast Guard and our great nation on the water, in the air and 
ashore,” said Mark Simoni, national commodore of the U.S. Coast Guard Aux-
iliary. 
 
The auxiliary is made up of more than 28,000 uniformed civilian volunteers 
and provides trained crews and facilities to augment the U.S. Coast Guard 
and enhance the safety and security of our nation’s ports, waterways and 
coastal regions. 
 
“With our unwavering support of our primary mission of promoting and improving recreational boating safe-
ty, we have seen historic lows in the number of boating fatalities and a new record low in the number of in-
juries to recreational boaters,” said Simoni. 
 
Over the last five years alone auxiliarists have performed 583,500 vessel safety checks, taught 320,000 hours 
of boating safety courses, conducted 809,000 hours of public outreach, gave 2 million hours of administra-
tive support, rescued $157 million in property, and saved 785 lives, while assisting 11,000 others. 
 
Auxiliary members also provide skill sets not often found in the Coast Guard.  For example, the Auxiliary In-
terpreter Corps has 450 trained volunteers with expertise in 48 languages.  The Interpreter Corps fills roles 
in support of international training exercises, forums and partner nation programs.  
 
“Our auxiliarists bring their valuable skills, across 64 competencies, to all our Coast Guard missions,” said 
Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Paul Zukunft. “Our missions are far too many and far too complex to ac-
complish with so few people. Today, we sustain mission excellence with our entire force of active, reserve, 
civilian and volunteer auxiliarists.” 
 
“Auxiliarists are accountants, lawyers, doctors, chefs, carpenters, welders, public relations specialists, teach-
ers, musicians and even a nuclear engineer or two,” said Zukunft. “They bring master-level proficiency to our 
service.” 
 
Auxiliarists operate in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, America Samoa and Guam. 
 
The Coast Guard Auxiliary was authorized by an act of Congress in 1939, when the Coast Guard was given a 
legislative mandate to use civilians to promote safety on and over the high seas and the nation’s navigable 
waters. 




